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The Couniry’s Great Need

HAT was a very winsome speech made by
*  Vige-President Sherman at  Utlea, New
York, on Monday night, Its comparisons
of our country with the assembled countries of
ihe world was most graphic, showing that we ex-
pended more for schooling than the five great
natlons of the old world; how while our country
had but seven per cent of the land surface of the
world, Industrially it wag equal to half the world;
that our people carry hall the lfe insurance of
the warld; while opethird of all the revenues
collected by the government ls ours, our debt ls
but onethirtieth of the debt of the world; how
we all the thme have 20,000,000 students in our
schools, 17.000,000 of whom are in our publle
schools. In his opening he declared that every
war pur country had ever fought had had some
oxalted moral purpase.

We think it would be hard (o explain that in
regird 1o the Mexican war. True, In one sense,
that was a war of defense; Texas had gained
her independence and our country had annexed
Texas to the unlon, for which Mexico began the
war. The truth {8, the thonght behind the Mex-
foesn war was the addition of more sliive tercitory
and Mexico protestied before the admission. How-
ever, looking over the hislory, it 1s a clear chase
that the war was an immoense benefit to the
world, and especially to our own country, The
plan was to have the pew tarritory slave terrl-
tory, but when It came time for the admission
of Culifornla, althongh a very large proporiion
of the conventlon that framed the constitullon
for the new stale were men from the southern
states, when the proposition was made to dedi
ciate the stute forever to Hberty, there was but
one dissenting voice. It was a clear cuse of
where men'a plans, no matter how well laid, are
sometimes turned aside by the Unseen Power
that rules and controls the natlons.

There is In this speech of Mr. Sherman's only
one disquieting feature. A natlon s rich as
ours, a natlon so strong, & natlon so0 hedged
about by wealth and strength, a pation that con
support 20,000,000 pupils in schoolg, ought not
tu have so many Idle men as our country has, nnd
ought to the more strietly anforee the laws,

The fault of our country Is not In the masses
of the people, not in the officers of the govern:
ment, but it 18 that each community does not
look earefully enough after Its own Interests, The
strong meén in each fres state do nol do all they
should do to ses thal thelr part of the great
republic 18 made secure, that thé poor have work,
that the wvery poor are looked after, that (he
children of the poor have a fair chance to pre
pare for the competitions of this old world.

It has grown to be a habit of the American
people to trust everything to the government and
te evade individoal responsibility, when, in truth,
that Individusl responsibillty & what glves char-
acter to the nation. Tie president does not s
tablish the nation’s churavler, nelther does oon-
gress; I is the slrong men 0 every fown which
frame and glve directlon to public opinion, wnd

GOODWIN'S WEEKLY.

in that respect, In very many places, our coun-
trymen are derellet, they do not perform all their
dutles,

Ours Is a blg farm, It {8 waell fenced all around,
the cultivation of many fielda Is perfect, butl there
nre greal tracts where weeds are permiited to
grow; there are great tracts where the lands
are not dralned, where the utmost Is not pro-
duced and where there are top many idle men
for the good of Lhe whole. Yel such speeches
as Vice:President Sherman’'s are good, they
arouse patfonal pride, they are a notles to forelgn
natlons how Intrenched we are and how lmpos-
slble nny assault upon us would be; Indoed, there
I8 no strong power that could afford o have &
dificulty with the United States lest thelr own
people starve.

What would France do except it could obtain
American food and textiles, and then, to pay
for the food and textiles, by unnatural profits on
the luxurles which France provides for our peo-
ple? It Is the same way with Germany, the same
way, in great mensure, with England—all In all,
every other nation Is second class compared with
ours; and when Eopgland and France and Ger-
many point to thelr ¥ ad vears of clviliza-
tion, to all thelr treasurs art and arelitecture,
and ask what we have ~how, we can answer,
“We have more to show for one hundred years
than you have for your thousand, and the possi-
bilities before us cannot be computed In  any
terme which you know how to employ.”

Two years ngo a private citizen of this cliy
bought some land, started the erection of two
great bulldings, promised 4 third and fourth, and
by his example gave an impetus (o all the other
business men of the town to try to make the town
greater and more beautiful. That shows whal
can be accomplished by the efforts of one man.
In the same way, on a moral plane, one man oan
Inaugurate work which will bring the youth of
the elty to a more careful study of what they
may do, what they may accomplish, what they
should be responsible for, and In that war, &
doxen men could change the tone of the whole
direction of the 80,000 people in this clty. And
that Is what this country needs, to have a feow
strong men in every lown do thelr best. When
that is done 11 will not matter so much about
the government at Washington; it will not mat-
ter what the attitude of the outside world Is to-
ward us; we shall be on the up-grade to fortune,
to honor and to a world-wide Influence.

How Men Are Made

DMIRAL EVANS during his present lec
ture trip to the Paclfic; const has re-
pentedly declarad there never were betier

men than the crews of the ships ‘hal  salled
with him around South America to San Francis-
c0, He sald they were mostly farmers' boya from
the old cenlral west, Some of them had never
saen 4 ship before they waére put on those batile-
ships and started on that voyage,

Other things belng equal, 1t wounld be a good
thing if every boy In Amerien could make ond
voyage of that kind, because It is a new world,
& new experience. For the first time some of
those boys realized what {t was to be an Amer-
tean eltigen, and all of them eomprehended for
the first time the forces that are brought in sub-
Jectlon to make the defenses of our counlry.

A writer In the World's Work tells ~bout the
praotiee o gunnery In Magdalena bay, Some of
It reads ke a romance. A few extracts will not
be out of place:

“The constant labor, combined with the dally
bhandling of shells and powder, has glven each
man a wonderful physical development, Never
hat It been my fortune, aven among professlonnl
athletes, '0 behold as many examples of phyaical
perfection. Not only I every muscle n* deled vn-
der the skin so that it ripples with i movs

ment; not only i8 that muscle rounded In the
outilnes of a Greclan statue, but It Is full of
blood, firm and vital and ruddy when unflexed.
There Iy nothing of the knolty, stooped, deseorated
strength of conl miners and the Farnese Hercules,
Rather the type Is that of full, rounded, elastic
youth."”

That shows what the exerclse on board a man:
of-war does for a youth; but it must be remem-
bered that they were In perfect form when they
went on board, else they would not have been
aceepted,

Of the shooting at Magdelena he says: “An
old gun officor stood next to me one afternoon.
He had been at this for a greal many years.
Furthermore, he was from another ship and was
present morely as a disinterested spectator, He
glanced sl the walting erew.

“Excited?' he nsked me, ‘I am. It always
makes me fee]l queer Inside, just like before the
whistle blows at a football game. And when you
nre the givislon officer it I8 something awful. You
have been at It the whaole year, yot when you
slgnal to commence Arlog you are absolutely cer-
taln that nothing on earth could muake thal gun
go off. When it does go off you are mightlly sur
prised. After that you are all rigl ..

“Suddenly, with startling sbruptness, the ship
quivered to the sound of the whistle; the litle
group by the gun stiffened, the spectators drew
& deep breath, the gun captain reached forward
#nd surreptitionsly patted the breech of the gun.
He was an old time navy man, by the name of
Riley, and he lived for but two things—his gun
and shore libériy. On board ship he spent all
his time, outside his other duties, in cleaning and
dusting and pollshing that gun, and at night he
slept beneath 1t. He ecalled it the ‘Admiral
Deway.'

“The divislon officer’s whistle was ut his lips,
hie eyes were on the stop watch; he drew In his
breath nnd puffed his cheeks, The thin shrill of
the whistle was drowned by the clang of the
breech as Riley threw It open. Almost imme-
dintely It clanged shut again.

“'Hendy!’ yelled the gun capiain,

“Hardly had the first sound of the first parl
of the word lefl hls mouth than the great yellow
shect of flame filled Lhe universe visible through
the narrow port. A erash filled the narrow space
in which we sfood. The greal mass of metal
plunged back and forward again In the recoll and
ite recovery. Rlley's left arm had followed it
Instantly he tore open the breech for the eager
shellman. The latter, having huried his burden
into the chamber, turned violently, fairly to col-
lide with another man who stood ready with
anothér shell. In that way twelve shots were
fired, the first six in twenty-four and one-half,
the second hi twenly-seven and one-half seconds.
Then abruptly silence fell. You eould hear the
beat of the engines and the surge of the water
as It rushed past the ship.”

The target showed that the “Admiral Dewey™
hitd hit at the rate of 12.66 per minute. The
average before this year was 714.

Reading It, one wonders what tlwy_' would " be
dolng on another ship at which those twelyve shots
In twenty-seven seconda were hurled. And just
from the little description we can get an |dea
how changed must be all the thoughts of those
farmer boys from whal they were In their peace:
ful homes In the old west, with their quiet work
&t home and thelr sweethearts In the next housn.

See 1o the Encampment
HERE come flmes in the lives of matlons
when their lives rest solely on the valor

and patriotism of thelr sons.
Such a erisls wis on our Republic from 1861

0 15';5.

The fathers irled o do away with human
glavary but did not quite succead, but falling,
the wisest of (hem predicled that ihe Institu-




